The National Plant Monitoring Scheme (NPMS) is looking for volunteers to adopt a one km
square in your area that you can visit twice a year. The scheme is supported by Scottish
Natural Heritage and will help us gain a greater understanding of plant communities in
Scotland. Perhaps you could adopt a square as an individual or as part of a group? Within
your square we will ask you to visit up to 5 locations (plots) and record, from a list, the
abundance of up to 30 plant species you may find there.
You don’t need to be an expert in botany to join in. The scheme has three different levels
of participation. The Wildflower level asks you to record the abundance of up to 15 species
– which have been chosen due to the way in which they represent a habitat, for example
deciduous woodland or heathland. The Inventory level asks more experienced botanists to
record everything they see in their plots.Training materials and workshops are provided.

What do NPMS volunteers say about the scheme?
‘I am getting out more than I used to before’; ‘I have increased my understanding of my
local patch’; ‘I have developed new skills’.
To find out if there is an available square near you, the NPMS website has an interactive
map showing the available ‘blue’ squares.
Information on how to get started and sign up can be found via the NPMS website.
It would be wonderful if you could circulate this to interested individuals and other groups
that you think might be keen to take part in this important national scheme.
Many thanks,
Polly Phillpot
Outreach Officer
Plantlife Scotland

Direct dial: (01786) 448913 Mobile: (07471) 900045
Plantlife Scotland, Balallan House, Allan Park, Stirling FK8 2QG
My working days are Monday - Thursday 9 - 5pm

Subscribe to our Scotland Enewsletters to keep updated with all our events and activities - click here to sign up!
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